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Major boost for Flower Garden renovation

T

he Friends have secured a Stage 1 grant of
£21,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund to
develop their proposals for the renovation of
the Flower Garden. The project will renew the
garden’s planting and original features and improve access to the garden from the rest of the
park. These steps will encourage much greater
use of the space and address the anti-social behaviour that prevents many people from using
the garden at the moment.
Bids to the Heritage Lottery
Fund have to be made in two
stages. The first stage provides
the funds for the project to
be fully scoped out and for

in-depth and widespread consultation to take
place. This information is then used to hone
the second stage application, which gives the
funders all the information they need on the
planned designs and activities, nature and feasibility of the project – and, crucially, shows if it
meets their criteria. If this Stage 2 application is
successful, the Friends will receive the funding
and the renovation will go ahead.
Gordon Johnston, Chairman of the Friends group
said ‘We’re delighted that the
Heritage Lottery Fund has
given us this support. We are
a step closer ... continued on page 2
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undreds of local people came out to the park
on 8 September to celebrate two landmark
achievements: The 10th anniversary of the
Friends of Kennington Park, and the park’s
retention of the coveted Green Flag for excellence in a public open space.
The Green Flag demonstrates how far the
park has come in the ten years since the Friends
started. In 2002, the park was a neglected, unsafe space with worn out sports facilities, overgrown and unimaginative planting and a rusting
children’s playground. Thanks to the efforts of
the Friends group, the park is now the hub of
the community with something for everybody.
Which is why so many people turned out
... continued on page 6
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to ensuring that the Garden becomes once more
a highlight of the park that people wish to visit
again and again.’
The next stage is to prepare the detailed bid.
Further news of the process and consultation
will be posted on the park noticeboards, leaflets
in the café and on the website, and through our
Project Bulletin. You can sign up to the e-bulletins, by emailing friends@kenningtonpark.org

Following consultation with park users, the key elements of the
Friends’ proposal include:

• Creating access through
the Flower Garden to the
Green Link

• Improving sight lines
•	Renovating original

elements of the garden, such
as the pergola

• A new planting scheme

to better suit current needs
and environmental conditions as well as enhancing
the garden’s heritage and
biodiversity

• Creating horticultural
Now: 2012

Friends launch new membership drive

The proposed improvements

zones, including ideas for
sensory, meditation and
children’s gardens

S

even years ago the Friends had about 50
members; today there are over 300 – but it
should be many more.
Many park users praise the improvements
made through the Friends’ initiatives, but don’t
feel they need to be actively involved.
Committee member Christian Clark feels that
the Friends need to re-brand their image, and
appeal to a wider audience, convincing them
that their support is vital for the park’s future.
‘Creating greater awareness of what we do
and increasing membership numbers will give
us more capability to truly represent what the
local community wants from Kennington Park
and make it happen’, says Christian. ‘We’ve
achieved a lot in our ten years. With a bigger
membership, we can achieve a lot more.’

•	Repairing pathways for
easier, safer access
• Installing interpretative
signage and better seating
•	Outreach & activities
work with people of all ages
through local groups, schools
and residents to explain the
garden’s history and biodiversity
• Working with volunteers
on planting and oral history
projects
•	Developing a project for an
apprentice gardener to work
exclusively on the garden

The Kennington Business Network has
offered to help the Friends to get their message
out to local people through shops, restaurants,
cafés, and businesses.
Its chairman, Houman Meshkati, said:
‘The Kennington Business Network chose to
support the Friends because we recognise that
the improvements the Friends have achieved in
Kennington Park bring benefits to all sectors of
the local community.’
Gordon Johnston, chairman of the Friends,
welcomes their support. ‘The Friends’ widening
membership will enable us to help publicise the
services offered by the business network. And
in turn, the network will help us to attract new
members in various ways. So it’s a mutually
beneficial arrangement.’

Leaflets © Marnie Searchwell

Then: 1932

Photo © Lambeth Archive

The Flower Garden, opened
in the 1920s, was once a
highlight of Kennington Park.
But over the years it has
become the scene of antisocial behaviour that has
deterred people from using
it. The Garden could enjoy
major renovation if the second
part of the bid to the Heritage
Lottery Fund in June 2013 is
successful.

Now: 2012

Then: 1965
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Bat-mobile
he park has a surprising range of wildlife for
such an urban area. The Nature Trail points
out some of the animals and plants that can be
seen around the park during the day, but when
night falls, the park plays host to bats.
Dr Iain Boulton, Lambeth’s biodiversity
officer, led a group of enthusiasts on a bat safari
in mid September. Armed with bat detectors
that pick up the bats’ ultrasonic signals, the
group went hunting for signs of life and were
surprised with the results and kept entertained
and informed by Dr Boulton’s talk.
Bats hibernate in the winter, but more bat
walks are planned for next year. For details
please check noticeboards around the park
and www.kenningtonpark.org

Intrepid bat hunters in action
at dusk in the Flower Garden
(left). Bats are attracted to the
garden by moths and other
insects that feed on the
flowers: fragrant lavender,
and golden marigolds, vivid in
the twilight (above).
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Say hello, wave goodbye

A

L

numbers of local people have commented
on and rated the proposals in terms of priority.
It’s been a very useful exercise and has
generated a lot of debate – which is great as it
means people are engaged with their park and
looking at its potential for meeting the needs
of future generations.
No proposals have been prioritised or decided
yet and there would be more consultation
before any of the plans become reality.
It’s a long process and it needs to be: it
sets out a framework for how the park will
be improved, over time and through phases,
subject to funding being available.
Please keep an eye out for updates on the
process and take the chance to have your say
about your park.

© Photo by Suzanne Jansen

lot has changed in the park since the Friends
group started ten years ago. During that
time, the Friends have got a sense of even bigger
changes that need to happen to make the park
the best it can be, but which require big picture
thinking to bring about.
That’s why the Friends and Lambeth are
putting together a ten year Masterplan with
the aspirations and priorities for the park when
funds are available. At the moment, it’s nothing
more than a set of ideas, ranging from improving the park entrances to realigning the Midnight Path, from extending the café’s picnic area
to increasing the play area and developing the
sports and fitness provision on the extension.
A whole range of other ideas and suggestions
were put on show in the park, the café and
the Durning Library as well as online. Large

ee Hills, Lambeth Council’s Area Parks
Officer with responsibility for Kennington
Park, has moved on to pastures new.
On his final visit, the Friends presented Lee
with a framed picture of the park taken by
Suzanne Jansen, a member of the Friends.
Lee has been a staunch supporter of the
Friends’ ambitions for the park, smoothing the
path for the Nature Trail, the replanting of the
flower beds and the big push for the Green Flag.
‘Lee has been a great friend to the park and
we’ll be sorry to lose him,’ says Gordon Johnston, chairman of the Friends. ‘I hope he’ll
think of us every time he looks at the photo.’
The park is not without a Parks Officer
though, as Lara Mifsud-Bonici has stepped
into Lee’s shoes. ‘Lara is very familiar with the

park from her time with Lambeth’s park ranger
service,’ Gordon Johnston said. ‘We’re looking
forward to working with her in the next stage of
the park’s transformation.’

New Parks Officer, Lara
Mifsud-Bonici, can be
contacted at LMifsudBonici@lambeth.gov.uk,
or tel 020 7926 1000

K

ennington Park has featured in television
shows and film but now it plays a major
part in a novel to be published next year.
Written by Rob Pateman, co-founder of the
Friends of Kennington Park, The Second Life of
Amy Archer tells the story of Beth, whose ten
year-old daughter Amy vanishes from Kennington Park on millennium eve.
When a young woman turns up on her doorstep on the tenth anniversary of Amy’s disappearance claiming she knows what happened
to her, Beth is introduced to a girl who is the
uncanny double of her missing daughter.
But this can’t be Amy, she hasn’t aged a day
… and yet she knows all the intimate or trivial
details that only Amy would remember. To
find out the truth, Beth is forced to question

everything she has ever believed in, pushing
her sanity to the limits.
‘There were times when I thought I’d never
get it written as so much of my time was spent
doing park things,’ Rob says. ‘So it’s ironic that
after trying to make the park better and change
people’s perceptions, it turns up as a crime
scene in my book.’
The novel was part of a two book deal with
top UK publishers, Orion. Editor Jemima Forrester said: ‘Rob’s an exceptionally talented
writer and an exciting new voice in British
psychological suspense. It’s a taut, chilling novel
that made the hairs on the back of my neck stand
on end. It will be a major debut for us in 2013.’
The Second Life of Amy Archer will be published
in hardback and ebook by Orion in June 2013.

‘‘

The park has
played such a big part
in my life for the last
ten years I suppose
it was inevitable it
would end up in my
book ...”

Rob Pateman, author

Equipment fit for use?

The Masterplan will help
shape the park for the next ten
years. Visitors to the Friends’
Fun Day in September had the
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opportunity to view and
discuss the plans (right).
Make sure you have your
say – watch out for updates.
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S

ince the Fitness Trail was installed in 2006
it has been a huge hit with people of all ages
and levels of fitness. In fact, so many children
wanted to use it that the Friends also raised
funds for the installation of some children’s
equipment, so that they could exercise safely.
Most people use the equipment sensibly, but
it can take quite a battering which puts it under
pressures it wasn’t built to withstand. Metal
equipment is more hard wearing but this wasn’t
an option for the park as it is a listed open
space; conservation regulations stipulated that
wooden equipment had to be used.

Overloading can damage the
fitness equipment, so please
follow the instructions on the
signs and use the equipment
sensibly. You can report any
faults or damage to Parks
Officer, Lara Mifsud-Bonici
at LMifsud-Bonici@lambeth.
gov.uk

Repairs are notified to Lambeth’s contractor
who carry out the work as soon as possible. To
keep the trail safe and open to all, please follow
the instructions, and don’t overload the equipment.
5
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A new chapter for Kennington Park

© Photo by Suzanne Jansen

Covering both the main
park and the extension, the
Masterplan aims to ensure
the park meets needs – and
is always at its best – long
into the future.

Shaping the park for the next ten years

‘‘

Achieving the
Green Flag award
for the second year
running has meant
a great team effort.
I congratulate the
park’s staff, the
ground maintenance
contractors and the
Friends who worked
so tirelessly together
to ensure that the
park looked at its
best for the judges’
assessment.”
Simon Hughes, MP

the turnaround in the park’s fortunes. The
entertainments played their part too: Locals
kicked up their heels to stirring samba music
provided by Brazil Arte and to the cool sounds
of the Archbishop Tenison’s School Jazz Band.
There were capoeira demonstrations, as well as
performances from local poets and singers who
brought a chilled out, singalong vibe to park
users basking in the late summer heat.
Those with green fingers and a wish to make
a hands on difference to the park, signed up
with the Friends gardening group, while youngsters went wild on a park safari or showed off
their prowess on the kids’ fitness equipment.
Face painting was as popular as ever and the
Big Draw, where people created chalked works
of art on the paths, was … a big draw.
Bee Urban, the bee keeping project at the
Park Keeper’s Lodge, kept young and old
fascinated with their hive inspections, and had
honey and beeswax candles on sale.
Many people also took the chance to take
a look at – and give feedback on – the Masterplan for the park. This has been developed in
association with Lambeth Council, to provide
a blueprint for the park and park extension for
the next ten years.
Simon Hughes, Southwark MP, paid tribute
to the Friends’ achievements over the last
decade, which they made possible by raising
money from members, the Lottery and other
outside sources, and partnering Lambeth and
Southwark Councils.
Hoisting the Green Flag with help from 89year old Southwark resident Fred Armer and
13-year old Aiden May, Simon Hughes said:
‘Achieving the Green Flag award for the second
year running has meant a great team effort. I
congratulate the park’s staff, the ground maintenance contractors and the Friends who worked
so tirelessly together to ensure that the park
looked at its best for the judges’ assessment.
This flag will fly for a year. I am sure that next
year there will be even more improvements to
merit another Green Flag Award.’
The Green Flag awards are made by the Civic
Trust, against a number of criteria, including
community involvement and being welcoming
and safe. Nine of Lambeth’s parks gained a
Green Flag in 2012.
The event was made possible by a grant from
the Big Lottery Awards for All fund. The Big
Lottery distributes half of the National Lottery
good cause funding across the UK. The Fund
aims to enable others to make real improvements to communities and the lives of people
most in need.
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Local people flocked to the
park on 8 September to
celebrate the 10th anniversary
of the Friends group and see
the Green Flag raised for the
second consecutive year.
There were two bands to
provide the music, as well as a
singalong and poetry readings,
all in glorious sunshine!

© Photos by Suzanne Jansen

... continued from page 1

There was a whole host of
activities, including The Big
Draw and face painting, bulb
planting and a Nature Trail
Safari. And Niron showed the
kids some great ways to use
the fitness equipment.
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Events in the park

A true Friend

O

n his last day as Parks Officer, Lee Hills had
one more improvement to make to the park.
He unveiled a new bench in the Flower Garden to mark the work of Gordon Johnston in
his capacity as chairman of the Friends.
Gordon, a little surprised, said he had intended to have a bench in his name after his death
and that he was, as far as he knew, still alive.
‘Gordon’s efforts on behalf of the Friends and
Kennington Park go above and beyond the call
of duty,’ Lee said. ‘Lambeth’s park staff wanted
to thank him for all he has done – often without
any recognition. Without him, the park would
not be the safe and pleasant place it is today.’

Gordon and Jill try out the
new bench for size. The carved
inscription commemorates
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
and honours Gordon: ‘Gordon
Johnston – a good friend to
Kennington Park’
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T

last around two hours.
You don’t need gardening
experience or skills or
your own tools.
It’s a great way to experience your park, to get
to know other park users
and get a bit of a work

out in the fresh air.
If you want to join
in, look out for notices
in the park, or contact
friends@kennington
park.org and we’ll let
you know when sessions
are taking place.

Young and old alike have
been catching the gardening
bug at the ‘Dig it!’ sessions.
If you fancy some gentle
exercise and good company
out in the open air, why not
come and join us?

The skatebowl

Keep in touch online

T

H

elp us cut costs
and keep you in
the loop quickly and
easily by signing up
for our email updates.
Just send your email
address to us at

friends@kennington
park.org and we’ll do the rest.

Not a member yet?
The Friends of Kennington Park rely on the
generous support of our members to cover
the costs of admin, publicity and everything
else. Funds we raise for park improvements
are spent on park improvements – none of it
is used for our costs.
So please join. You’ll be supporting your
local park and ensuring you know about –
and get a say in – what’s going on.
The best way to join, or to renew your
membership, is online at www.kennington
park.org/join. Or you can complete the form
on the back page of this newsletter and post
it to the Friends.

played a big part in ensuring the park retained
its Green Flag this year.
All of them are volunteers and they’d like
some more help. The
sessions take place once
a month on a Sunday and

© Photos courtesy of Chloe Thomas & Jill Johnston

he Gardening group
set up by the Friends
is going from strength to
strength. They’ve helped
make sure the park looks
its best by helping out
with weeding, pruning
and picking up litter and

© Photos by Chloe Thomas, Sarah Doone & Converse

Some events can take a toll
on the park. The Friends lobby
the council to put the damage
right using funds from the
organiser’s deposit. Recent
repairs (main picture) to the
damage sustained during the
recent Oktoberfest (above)
mean the park will be at its
best come next summer.

of Oktoberfest and the noise levels. The grass in
the park was damaged when the marquees were
being set up and taken down. The Friends are
now pressing for money from the organiser’s deposit to be used to make good the damage, and
for an environmental impact levy to compensate
for the wear and tear.
Events are a contentious issue in many of
Lambeth’s parks and the various Friends groups
are pushing for clear parameters to be set regarding the maximum number of people at an
event in each park, how long and how late they
should go on for, how frequently they should
happen and the amount of money claimed from
the organisers to put things right once the event
is over.
Notices of the intent to hold any event are
put up in the park, asking people for comments.
It’s your opportunity to raise your concerns
and suggestions so please get involved. There’s
little point in objecting to an event once it has
already started to be set up – it needs to happen
when the notices first go up. Then the park will
be able to host events that suit both local people
and the park itself. You can see what’s coming
up at www.lambeth.gov.uk/eventsinparks

© Photos by Suzanne Jansen

ach year the park plays host to a variety of
events. Some are large and run by commercial operations, others are much smaller and
community based. Some last no longer than a
day, others can occupy the park for weeks, like
the recent Oktoberfest.
The Friends and local residents have lobbied
Lambeth Council about the nature and duration

© Photo by Suzanne Jansen
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Get your hands dirty and dig it!

he skateboard bowl in Kennington Park –
tucked away alongside the main road by
the war memorial gate – was condemned as
unsafe soon after it opened in 1978, due to
fear that users might fall
through the surrounding railings. But skateboard enthusiasts were undeterred, and the
bowl has been used ever since.
Over the years its surface has
developed cracks and become
uneven, filling with water
after heavy rain.
Converse, the sports
equipment manufacturer,
approached Lambeth
Council in 2011 with proposals to restore the
bowl – valued as a rare survivor from the 1970’s.
Plans were worked out in consultation with the
Friends, and on 26 May the bowl was reopened
after a £50,000 restoration.
Gordon Johnston, on behalf of the Friends,
thanked Converse for their generosity, which
had given this well-loved, retro skatebowl a
new lease of life.

A large crowd of skaters
came to witness the opening
of the restored skatebowl and
to enjoy the new surface,
supplied courtesy of
Converse.
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Bee a volunteer

T

The Bee Urban project is
not just a great way to learn
about bees. It also produces
delicious honey you can buy
from the park café!

T

he major redevelopment of Battersea,
Nine Elms and Vauxhall, which has
already begun, requires the extension of the
Northern Line from Kennington to Battersea.
Consultation began some time ago on the
location of a ventilation shaft needed in
Kennington Park, above the point where
the extension would join the existing line.
The options presented were a shaft in the
dog walking area, or one in the old Park
Keeper’s Lodge.
Lambeth Council felt that the loss of the
open space used as the dog walking area
would be opposed by many dog-owners.

Friends’ projects: latest improvements

Photos courtesy of Jill Johnston

Batty for bats
The park’s bat and bird
population now have
some new places
to call home after
the Friends installed
some new bat and
bird boxes. Grimple’s
Green Grants provided
the money for the new
boxes and for some
native hedging, to be
planted next year.
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Memorial fit for duty
The war memorial has
been given a new lease of
life thanks to the generous
response from members of
the Friends and park users.
An appeal was launched
last year to raise the money
to pay for the stonework to
be cleaned and repointed –
and the money came in at
a record rate. So much so,
that the Friends were able to
get the railings around the
memorial painted too. Local
contractors Szerelmey
carried out the work and
have really made the memorial a worthy tribute to the
area’s war dead.
Now Lambeth Council

© Photo by Suzanne Jansen

T

he Friends group have
been making things
happen in the park for the
last ten years. Here are
some changes you might
have missed since the last
issue of Parklife …

The old Park Keeper’s Lodge, in contrast, is
not part of the publicly accessed park, and
was on Lambeth’s list of assets for disposal.
In public consultation – via leaflets – the
vast majority of those who expressed a
view supported the choice of the old Park
Keeper’s Lodge. The Friends would expect
most of the sale price to be reinvested in
improvements to the park.
The detail of the treatment of the scheme
would require a planning application to Lambeth Council. That will be the opportunity for
Lambeth residents and the Friends to comment
on the external appearance. The old Park Keep-

er’s Lodge was built in 1938. It was occupied
for some years by squatters, who were evicted
in 2005. Since then it
has lain empty, and
suffered deterioration.
Transport for London
are now in charge of the
extension programme.
It is likely to be some
years before any works
are needed in Kennington Park, since the
approval process for the
scheme is lengthy.

Signs of the times

More benches

Kennington Park has a long
and varied history, and so do
many of its features. But you
wouldn’t have known it, as
there was nothing to tell you
about them.
Thanks to a grant from
Veolia Environmental Trust
there are now signs that
explain the background of

some of the park’s buildings,
statues and fountains. They
help to bring the park’s
history closer and make a
stroll around the park even
more rewarding. And Veolia
installed new fingerposts too,
to help park users find their
way to some of the park’s
key features.

© London Metropolitan Archives

Northern Line extension

Consultation with park users
identified the old Park Keeper’s
Lodge as the preferred option
for the ventilation shaft.
Lambeth Council felt that the
loss of part of the dog walking
area would be unpopular.

During the past year, four
more of the new benches
funded by the Friends have
been installed, providing
more and better seating for
all park users, and making
the park an even better
place to sit and rest
a while.

have earmarked funds for
restoration work to memorials throughout the borough
– including the one in
Kennington Park, which will
see the battle honours on the
side recarved. Work will take
place next year.

© Photo by Suzanne Jansen

Photo courtesy of Barnaby Shaw

he old Park Keeper’s Lodge in the north
eastern corner of Kennington Park is home
to a community bee keeping project – and they
need your help.
Led by Barnaby Shaw, Bee Urban is a hub
for bee keeping activities and other community
environmental projects. They have around five
hives on the site and hold regular open days to
give people an insight into the fascinating world
of bees and bee keeping. They also do outreach
work with local schools to educate children
about the vital role bees play.
Bee Urban is part of the Time Bank scheme
which means any time
you spend as a volunteer can be banked –
and used to buy back
services or time from
other groups in the
Time Bank scheme.
It’s a win-win situation, so what are you
waiting for?
For more details
contact Barnaby Shaw
on 07985 220277 or
email beeurbanlondon
@gmail.com. Find
out more at http://
www.projectdirt.com/
project/7954/
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✂

The Friends of Kennington Park

is a voluntary organisation of local people. We work
together to improve the park. Our aim is to help people
to enjoy the park, and for it to enrich their lives.

The park needs your support, energy and
ideas – so why not join us now?
It’s easy to join online at:

www.kenningtonpark.org / join
Or you can complete the form below.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
I would like to *join/renew my membership
*(delete as applicable) Membership runs from April to April. Memberships
taken out after December will be carried over to the following year

Name

Directory
The Friends of Kennington Park
email: friends@kenningtonpark.org
Area Parks Manager: Lara Mifsud-Bonici
tel: 020 7926 1000
email: LMifsud-bonici@lambeth.gov.uk
Lambeth Parks Dept
tel: 020 7926 9000
email: parks@lambeth.gov.uk
Police – Oval Safer Neighbourhood Team
tel: 020 8721 3592
(in emergencies dial 999)
Lambeth Community Safety
Hannah Wadey
email: HWadey@lambeth.gov.uk
Animal Welfare Officer: Claire McMahon
email: CMcMahon@lambeth.gov.uk

Address

Lambeth Events Team
email: events@lambeth.gov.uk
tel: 0207 926 6207
Lambeth Events Calendar
www.lambeth.gov.uk/eventsinparks

Postcode		
tel.

email

Membership rates
Please tick the relevant box. Cheques should be made
payable to The Friends of Kennington Park

q £4 Individual waged q £6 Single household
q £2 Individual concessions
I would like to make a donation

q £5
Designed by
Marnie Searchwell
e: marnie.s@btinternet.com
t: 020 7735 1444
Parklife is printed on
100% recycled paper using
vegetable based inks.
Please reuse or recycle:
if you’ve finished reading
this issue place it back in
the Friends newsletter stand,
pass it on to a friend, or
recycle it. Thank you

q £10

q Other

£

Total enclosed £
I have a special interest in

I would be happy to help out/have expertise in
(e.g. administration, horticulture, events, first aid, sports,
public relations, sports, fund raising, leaflet distribution,
design/web design):

Please return this form to: Membership Secretary,
The Friends of Kennington Park, c/o Prince Consort
Lodge, Kennington Park, Kennington Park Place,
London SE11 4AS

Sports facilities bookings
(Games Pitch and Tennis Courts)
Greenwich Leisure Ltd
tel: 0845 130 8998
Bookings can be made seven days a week:
Monday to Friday – 9am to 6pm
Saturday to Sunday – 9am to 4pm
Café in the Park
tel: 020 7793 8886
email: cafeinthepark@supanet.com
Bee Urban: Barnaby Shaw
tel: 07985 220277
email: beeurbanlondon@gmail.com
Trees for Cities
tel: 020 7587 1320
email: info@treesforcities.org

Parklife is FREE – but a
donation will help to make
the park even better!
TO ADVERTISE IN PARKLIFE, CONTACT
THE FRIENDS FOR INFORMATION
email: friends@kenningtonpark.org

WORKING TOGETHER TO CREATE A BETTER PARK

www.kenningtonpark.org
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